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CONCLUSION: 


MILESTONES IN Tie WISTORY OF Win CPP 


INTRODUCTION 


This is the first attempt to write a critical history of the Comumist 
Party of the Philippines for the nurpose of serving us curriculum in our 
Party school, DBecause of limitations of time, it has not been nogsible 
to make a painstaking research on the events inwhich the Party tock ac~ 
tive part since it was organized. Many of che first organizers of the 
CPP are either already dead or no longer active in the Party. Among the 
Lirst organizers, the only remaining preminont leaders are Comes. Balgos 
and Capadocia, Because of the destruction of the last war, Party records 
and literature were lost so that it is extrerely difficult to reconstruct 
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ain deteil the histery of the Party with the linited tine available. 
However, in order to clarify certain doubtful events which is proposed to 
be treated in this history, a questionnaire was sent to leading Party mon- 
bers whe, because of their actual active participation in the wents treated 
are in the best position to shed lipht on the same. Consequently, the 
facts end events treated in this history, hae been arrived at after a 
critical study of the enswers to the answers to the questiomaire sent, 
aside fron personal knowledge of the writer. 


CHAPTER I 


M4SVURICAL BACKGROUND PRECEEDING TIT) CRGAUIZATION OF THE CPP 
A~- The Philippine Revolution of 1996. 


Meny books have already been written about the history of the Philippines, 
including the Philippine Revolution of 1896, Invariably, because of the 
bourgeois or petty-bourgeois point of view of the authors, the real essence 
of the revolution of 1896 has not been presented correctly. Neither has 
there been & critical appraisal of the basic causes of the failure of such 
revolution. 


The Philippine revolution of 1896 was essentially a bourpeois~democratice- 
colonial revolution whose basic aims wore: 1) emancipation from foreign 
domination; 2) land for the peasants and confiscation of big feudal land- 
holdings, particularly the frisr lends; end 3) cetablishment of a democratic 
vopublio, The eim to achieve emancipation from foreign domination made it 
a colonial or national revolution, while the ain to establish a democratic 
republic and to give lands to the peasants by confiscating feudal land- 
holdings gave the revolution a bourgeols-demecratic conten’. 


What is the basic reason for the failure of the revolution? 


Such feilure was due to the failure to achieve proletarian hegemony over the 
revolution, especially after Aguineldo ordered the killing of the proloterian 
leader and founder of tho Katipumen, Andres Donifacio, and the resulting 
division in the leadership of the revolution, with the vaccillating, compro- 
mising petty-bourgecisie and landlord leaders having the upnerhand in the 
direction of the revolution. The proletariat failed to achieve heremony 
over the revolution because it had no class organization of ite om which 

in tuwn was due to the objective fact that capitalion was then in its 
earliest stages of development in our country, and consequently, the workers 
aside from being relatively few in number, were also not yet clase conscious. 
Although the Katipunan was basically composed of peasants and workers, there 
was no attempt to limit its leadership to the genuine representatives of 
such classes, so that even during the early stares of the struggle, the con- 
promising and vaccillating petty-bourfecis leaders alroady had the upperhand. 


There had been a continuous struggle within the leadershio of the revolution 
between the advocates of determined stragele, non-compromige and non-surrender, 
led by Bonifacio and later by Mabini and Lume on one hand, and the advocates 
of compromise and surrender led by Aguinaldo, Buencamino and Paterrio on the 
other, The advocates of compromise and surrender invariably won, resulting 

in the liquidation of the leaders and advocates of non-compranise and non» 
surrender: Bonifacio and Lund. 


The Pilipine revolutionists, notwithstanding such division in the leadership, 
succeeded in driving away their Epanish masters, But inexperienced as they 
were in the ways of imperialilen, they accepted in rood faith Ancrican help 
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in driving away their Spanish conquerers. The American interventionists 
broke their agreement with the Filipino leaders, occupied Manila and 
immediately showed their intention to claim the Philippines as their own, 
thus leading to the Filipino war of national resistence against their 
American imperialist conquerors. 


Even after the surrender of Aguinaldo end other revolutionary leaders, the 
Filipino peasants continued to fight against their new masters and it took 
the Americans sometive before they succeeded in supreecing the last rom-- 
nents of resistance to their rule. After the collapse of the revolutionary 
resistance to the Amcrican imperialist conquest, there set in en ebb in the 
tide of the revolutionary struggle. After a short period of Amcrican mili- 
tery rule, a civil goverment run by fmericans end their Filipino puppets 
and collaboraters was established in 1902 « 


B. The Amoricen Imperialist Occupation of the Philippines. 


It is not a mere coincidence that the Spanish-American war of 1898 should 
be timed with the Philippine revolution against Spain. With the end of the 
American civil war in 1865 and the consequent formal abolition of slavery 
in the United States, there had been a fast development of eanitalist in- 
dustry in the United States, resulting in the growth and development of 
trusts and monopolies which produced goods which could no longer be sold 
to the American consumers. Thus, American capitalists found it necessary 
to search for markets for thair surplus goods as well as fertile fields 
for investments of their fast accumulating surplus capital. As far back 
ag the 1880's, American experts and technologists came to the Philippincs 
to investigate and survey the nesural resources and wealth of our country » 
obviously to find out its investment possibilities. 


When the Philippine revolution against Spain broke out in 1896, the rising 
American monopolists saw in it the opportunity to acquire the Philipoincs 
under the guise of American altruism. Taking advantage of the Havana 
jneident, the United States declared war apainst Spain, and ordcrod Admiral 
Deway to proceed to Manila Bay in order to destroy the Spanish Armada. 
Dewey immediately negotiated with the leacers of the Filipino revolutionists 
for a common etruggle against the Snaniards, discleiming then any intention 
to acquire the Philippines. Subsequent events early showed the insincer’ ty 
of his promises. 


The American monopolists wanted the Philippines not so much from what it can 
get directly from our country, but more as a good base for their domination 
and exploitation of Asia-Pacific countries, particularly Chine, It must be 
noted in this connection that the older inperialist powers like Britain, 
France, Germeny, Japan, Czarist Russia, Spain, Holiand, Belgium, Italy and 
even Portugal had imperialist bases in various Acia-Pacific coumtriss much 
ahead of the Amorican conquest of the Philippines. The Americans found no 
other remaining country to esteblish its focthold in Asia-Pacific except the 
Philippines. Hence, the timing of the Spanish-American war with the 
Philippine revolution against Spain. 


Quickly realizing the insincerity of the Americon profession of altruisa and 
friendship for the Filipinos, the Filipino revolutionists imiodiately struck 
back at their Ancrican conquerors. For two years tho Filipino revolutionists 
fought bravely and conducted guerilla resistance against their conquerors, not- 
withstanding the compromising attitude and the continuous retrest of their 
leader Aguinaldo. While the Filipino rovolutionists were still conducting 
guerilla resistance and Aguineldo was continuously retreating, the feudal 
caciques and the illustrades who remained loyal to Svain, immediately shifted 
their loyalties to the Ancricans and collaborated with them. It was these 
Filipino collaborators who prevailed wren the leaders of the anti-American 
guorilla resistance to lay down thoir arms, surrender to the Ancricans and 
accepted American sovereirntye 
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After the collapse of organized revolutionary resistance and the establishment 
of civil goverment in 1902, the Filipino revolutionists and patricts, faced 
by powerful imperialist intervention, organized rcolirious-patrictic-peasant 
movements and anti-imporialist-patriotic-lobor movements. The Koloruns, led 
by Felipe Selvador and the Pulehenes were both organized as religious 
patriotic peasants movements to continue the struggle of the Katinunan, be- 
treyod by its petty—bourgoise and landlord leadere who surrendered and imméd- 
iately collaborated with the American Inperialists. Frustrated in their 
revolutionary aims, faced by a powerful combination of imporialist-friar« 
landlord forces, and without experience in guerilla werfearc, the veasants 
took refuge in religion as a disguise to their essentially revolutionary~ 
aprarian-nationelist aims. These peasants never gave up their firm belief 
that only armed struggle can achieve their aims, as sown by the Kolorun 
uprising in Pangasinan from 1924 to 1927 and subsequently in 1935, ond the 
continuous armed harassment of the established government by the Pulahanes, 
even if only on & very minor and isolated scale. On the other hand, the 
revolutionary workers organized the openly anti-imperialist labor novenent, 
the Union Obren Denokratica de Filipinas, led by Isabelo delos Reyes Sro, 
while the revolutionary petty-bourgeoise intellectuals, also led by him, 
organined the Lige Anti-Liperialists. At about the cane time, there developed 
a formal schism from the Roman domination of the Catholic church, and an 
independent Aglipay church established undor Bishop Grerorio Arlinay, in 
collaboration with Isabelo de los Reyes Sr. In this ecunection, it is 
intoresting to observe thet Isabelo de los Reyes Sr. first learned his les~ 
sons on socialiam and Communiom during his stay in Spain before the out- 
break of the Philippine revolution of 1896. Because of the absence then 

of a revolutionary working-class party, these early peasants and Vorkers' 
movements remiined uncoordinated, and did not then constitute a decisive 
political force in our country. 


Still fearful of the nationalist-revolutionary sontinents of the peasants 

and workers and busy with mooning-out operations acainst romants of rucrilla 
resistance, it took the American imporialists five years before they pormitted 
the holding of national elections in our country in 1907. They vormitted the 
holding of the olection, secure in the belief that whatever varty won in the 
election could collaborate with them and vretect their vested interests. 

The imperialists wanted to emaseulate the romaining revolutionary sontiments 
of the Filipino masses by deviating their strugcle for national liberation 
along non-revolutionary, parliamentary channels. 


The defeat of the exposed collaborators of the American imporialicta, the 
land-lord-backed Federalicta Party, led by Araneta and Sunulong and other 
feudal caciques and illustrados, in the hands of the vetty-bourpooise 
nationalists led by the triumvirate Omaena-Palma-Quezon, merely reflected 
the basic and ovorvhelming desire of the masses, of peasant and workers for 
independence which then could not be achieved through armed strugris, and 
had to be fought for through parliementery methods, Tha Uecionalista Party 
raised the election slogan of "immediate, absolute and complete independence” 
and oeme out in the elections with flying colors. 


While the American imperialists were in the process of consolidating their 
political power in our country through their control of the puppet 
political leaders, they at the same time implemented cultural measures to 
win the basic sympathies of the peonle, without wrich their power would be 
very unstable and insecure, For this purvose, they esteblished a school 
system patterned after the American school system with Jnglish as the ex 
clusive language of instruction. Tagalog end other dialects were prohibited 
to be spoken in schools, school children caught speaking in the dialects 
were punished. For sometime, the flying of the Pilipino flag was prohibited 
and even talks about the heroes of the Philippine revolution were prohibited 
and punished, Because of the patriotic fervor still mripping the children 
of the revolutionists, the imperialists sought to blunt such fervor by pro~ 
jecting the reforhist Rizal as our national hero, relegating the proletarian 
founder and leader of the Katipunan, the revolutionary Andres Bonifacio, to 
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the background, For sometime, the history of the Philippines was not taught 
in our schools, but the history of the United States was. “hen the history 
of our country was finally permitted to be tought, the immerialists and 
their Catholic church allies saw to it that the real essence of the 
Philinpine revolution of 1896 and the roles of patriots and traitors to the 
revol’tion did not appear in the anproved text-books. 


“4th the defeat of the Federalista Party in the 1907 elections, the feudal 
caciques and illustrados abandoned it and shifted their support to the 
Nacionslista Party. On the other hand, the Democrata Party, led by the 
netty~bourgeoise Nationalists and democrats of the defunct Federalista 
Party was organized. ; 
Secured in the political allegiamce of the ruling Nationalista Party, the 
American imperialists proceeded to consolidate their hold and domination of 
our country by passing the Payne--Aldrich Act in 1909, subsequently anended 
in 1913, imposing "reciprocal" trade relations between our ceuntry ond the 
United States, whereby goods manufactured in the United States cane in free 
of duty in "exchange" for our agricultural products and other raw materials 
coming in free of duty in the United States! markets. It was this basic 
trade relationshin which created a comprador group 4:ong the Filipino big 
bourgeoisie and the shift of loyalties of the feudal landlords to the 
Nationalista Party which transformed the Nationalista Party leadership from 
a group of relatively sincere nationalists to one of unexposed puppets of 
fmerican imperialists masquerading under the platform slogan of "immediate, 
absolute ond complete independence". 


Rvidence that the leaders of the Nationalista Party did not really mem to 
juplement their vlatform slogan came as early as 1916, when Cuezon rejected 
the Platt Amendment to the Jones Law fixing a definite date for the grant of 
Philippine independence, and instead agreed to indevendence "as soon cs a 
stable government is estsblished". Such action disillusioned the 
Wationalista Parts followers end minor leaders as to the sincerity of their 
top leaders about their clamor for independence, Ons of such disillusioned 
leaders was Com. Crisento Evangelista who early saw that national liberation 
cen not be achieved trrovgh mere parlimmentary struggle and by sending of 
indenendence missions to the United States. Unfortimately, the people then 
had no party to turn to other than the Denocrata Party, which did not ond 
cannot offer sny better method of strugvling for independence, excent through 
the sending of such independence missions to the United States. . 


Meanwhile, the first inter-imperialist world war broke out, as a result of 
woich the weakest link in the chain of world imperialism was broken, and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat achieved in Russia which constitutes one 
sixth of the world, The inter-imperialist war and the victory of the Russim 
proletarian revolution produced immediate repercussions all over the world, 
including the Philinpines. During the war years of 191, to 191¢, the 
Philippines enjoyed relative prosperity because it was not involved in the 
wer and it could continue to produce materials which commended high prices 

in the world markets. Such prosperity continued up to the early 1920's but 
was immediately followed by am econowic crisis beginning 1721. The 
Philippines did not escape the consequences of the world-wide economic crisis 
which begen in 1921 resulting in high prices, business failures, unemployment 
and growing mass discontent. 


In 1919, Com. Uvangeliste then clready a prominent leader of the Congreso 
Obrero de Filipinas (organized on tay 1, 1912) and one of the middle rm: 
leaders of the Nationalista Party, was selected to be a menber of one of the 
Nindevendence" missions regularly sent by our country to the United States 
to plead for independence. Immediately, he realized that the top leaders of 
the NP were not really serious in their advocacy for independence, Com. 
tvangeliste took «mon himself the task, of contacting sone leaders of the 
Ameriem Federation of Labor to vet their endorseuent of -hilippine Independ- 
ence, ie succeeded in doing so, 


SECRET/CONTROL ~ U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 


Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006300480013-0 


Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006300480013-0 


SUCRIL/CONTROL - U.S. OFVICTALS ONLY OBX1A 


CONTRA, INGILLIGING AGSICY a 


ae 


tn the 192 convention of the "Congreso Obrero de ?ilipinas" (Philippine 
Labor Coneress), Com. Crisanto Ivangelista was elected secretary, In 1925, 
Tan Valaca was sent by tie Red Internationale of Labor Unions (Profintern) 
to the Philinoines to invite the Thilivpinc Labor Congress to participate 
in a trade union conference to be held at Canton. Amony the participants 
of such conference were: the All-China Lebor Pederation, fustralian Council 
of Trade Unions, Trade Unions League of the United States, Indonesia Labor 
Federation, Confederation General du Travaail Wnitaire Frances, Nippon 
Rodokumal Hyetikui Tsitsu Domie, ‘ational “4nority Uovevent of England, 
Korean “orkers and Peasants Federation, /l1-Russim Gouncil of Trade Unions 
and Congreso Obrero de Filipinas. ‘ith the return of the Philippine dele- 
gates and their report to the Philinoine Labor Congress convention of liay, 
1927, a vresolution was passed after a sharp ideological struggle to 
affiliate the Philippine Lsbor Congress with the Red Internationale of 
Labor "nions. Jn that same convention, a resolution calling for the organi~ 
zation of a labor party was alse passed. In this convention, for the first 
+ime the issue of communism began to be discussed auong workers and so also 
were the class struggle ond proletarian internationalism, As a result of 
the world-wide economic crisis of 1921 md its repercussions in the 
Philinpines, there srose various peasant movenents all over the country 
aside from the already existing worker's organization. The first class 
organization of the peasants was orgenized way back in 191) in Uatungaw, 
Bulacan, Bulecen, This orgavization spread to Cavite, Bataan, Laguna and 
Batangas and among the church haciendas. The scattered units of these 
peasant organizations were gathered together end organized under the nate 
of "Confederacion de Avarceros de Filipinas", which later in 192) was called 
the "Kalipunang Panebansa ng mga llagbubukid sa Tilininas"(KPIP). At about 
the sane time in the Visayas, there was organized the “husog Sang Imo" 
(Bisig ny Ushirap). Besides the EPP, wiich was the strongest and most 
well known amony the veasmt organizations, other peasant organizations 
like "Assosacion de Camesinos", "Oras Nat, "Panahon Na", "umating Na", 
Wiateng Lawin", "Liga de ‘parceros" were also organized. The basic aims of 
these peasants! organizations were the following: 1) strugrle against 
usury; 2) confiscation of friar Lends end their distribution to lmdless 
peasants; 3) struggle against the harshness of Lrndowers; ) struggle for 
indenendence of the Philippines; 5) passage of laws to improve the economic 
condition of veasants; 6) establishnent of economic cooperatives; and 7) 
establishment of rural banks and irrigation systems. 


The Tanggulan and Sakdal peasant organizations were organized almost 
simultaneously in 1925, led respectively by Patricio Dionicio and Benigno 
Remos. It is interesting to note the coincidence between the organization 
of these two organizations and the secret formulation of Baron Tmakais 
nenorial of the Jenmese strategic plan of imerialist expmsion end 
conquest of Asia-Pacific countries. 30th Iionisio and 2anog maintained 
secret connections with the revolutionary exile, Artemio Ricarte, who 
promised them that the Japanese will aid the Filipino people in their armed 
struggle to overthrow American domination. “hile the Tanaka menorial was 
an imperialist plan of expansion and conquest, it was presented to the 
Asian peoples, including the Filipinos, as a revoluticnary-nationalist 
struggle of the Asian peoples against "white" domination, under the leader~- 
ship of Japan. The Japanese imperialists were very cereful in avoiding 
enti-imperialist propaganda, and subtly directed the nationalist aspire- 
tions of the people along racial, chauvinistic nationalist lines. hile 
the leadership of these two peasant organizations were mere peppets of 
their Japanese masters, their rank and file come fron revolutionary 
nationalist peasemts some of whom were still confused and honestly be- 
lieved the "liberation" sims of the Japanese, while others did not even 
Imow that their Leaders had pro-Japmese orientations. At about this tine 
Com, Evangelista and other labor and peasant leaders had alr:ady been in- 
doctrinated in the class struggle ond alrendy understood the difference 
between proletarim, anti-inmerialist nationalist and bourgeoise and 
petty~bourgeoise racialist nationalism. Beemse of the developing pro- 
letarian, anti-imperialist nationalism, there developed a struggle anong 
the peasant masses betwen tre proletarian internationalists and the petty- 
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bourgeoise ratialists. Fron the beginning, the rocialists were winning 
because raciol differences were much easier to understand than class 
differences. It was not until the exposure of the abject puppetry of the 
racialists to the Japenese imerialists, brought about by the continued 
strugsle of the CPP, based on the class struzgle, did the confused 
neasants rally around the banner of anti-imperialisn. 


‘hile the Japmese immerialist expansionists were agitating the Pilipino 
peasants t7roug'i Ramos and Dionisio, to revolt against American domination 
of our country, at the sane time, they were openly md secretly working 
mnone racial nationalists anong the top political leaders of the 
Nationalista Party to sell the idea of ‘sia for Japan under the guise of 
‘Asia for the Asiatics". They saw in Laurel who fought vood in 1922, a 
most valuable tool. for their expanionist purposes. ‘Through a combination 
of subtle flattery and subtle bribery, aypealing to patriotism and giving 
legal cases of Japanese firms to handle, they succeeded in getting Laurel, 
“ubido and Dura, to espouse the "cause" of “Asia for the Asiaties", a 
very convenient front for Jaxmese expansionist aims. 


Yn accordance with the resolution of the May 1927 convention of the 
Philippine Labor Congress regarding the organization of a working class 
narty, Coms. Crisento Evangelista, Antonio de Ora, Urbano Arcega, Nicolas 
de Guia, Norberto Nebong and others, orgayized the Partido Obrero in 1928. 
“hen Quezon heard that his former Labor leaders were disaffiliating fron 
the Nationalista Party, he instructed the constabulary and police to per~ 
secute the "red" labor leaders md instructed his loyal yellow labor 
leaders to take all steps to wrest the lentership of the Philippine Labor 
Congress from the "red" Looor leaders, In the same yeor, Com. Crisanto 
uyangelista and Jacinto Manchan and Cirilo Bognot who later turned rene- 
gedes, left the Philippines to attend a trade union conference held in 
Nerlin ond Moscow. “Zhen they returned, they reported to the Philippine 
Labor Congress the approval of its affiliation with the Profintern. Vhen 
such affilistion was announced the reactionary Landlords and capitalists 
berzen to be alarmed ond Quezon, their punoect, issued a press statement 
denouncing Delshevism, It was ably mswered by Con. nvangelista. Im 
»ressed by sucli answer, the students of the University of the rphilinoines 
invited Com. Zvangelista to a series of three onen forums, Lut when the 
students showed favorable reaction to Com. ivangelista's first lecture, 
Quezon ordered the university authorities to stop the holding of subse~ 
quent forums. 


in the May 1929 convention of the Philippine Labor Congress held at the 
Retono there was a decisive showdown between the labor leaders advocating 
class struggle and those alvocating class collaboration led by such yellow 
leaders as Cristobal, Paguia and Tejada, These yellow labor leaders went 
to the convention determined to immose their leadership. They brought 
with them gangsters and dummy labor delegates without unions. The radical 
Labor leaders and delegates led by Coa. Svangelista walked out frou the 
convention and held their ow. This was the vhilipnine Labor Congress 
svlit. Trom then on, it becane common to hear aiong workers about the 
struzgle between "red Labor unions" and "yellow labor unions", "interna~ 
tionalism" end "nationalism", "left" od "right", "progressive" and 

trp actionary", "oro-Qussia" and «pro-America, in the convention of the 
yropressive Labor delegates held in Lay 5, 1927, it was decided to or~ 
ganize the Kongreso Proletario de Pilipinas. (Katipunan ng mga Mmakpawis 
ng Pilipinas-—~KPI KAP). In this convention, « resolution was passed to 
organize a workin’-class part’ to direct and lead the working class in 
their independent volitical ond economic struggles. It was also decided 
to sbandon "craft unionism’ in favor of "industrial unionism." 


CUAPTIR IT 
ORGARTZATION OF TH CPP — TT'G STNIGGLE SUTTL Tihs QUT-BRLAK 
OF THD PACIOIO ‘An 
TW 19h. 
Ae Actual Organizetion and Laanching of the GPP: 
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By way of implementing the resolution of the KAP in its first convention 
concerning the establishment of a working class party, a committee of 
delegates of workers and peasmmts was created to formlate the prograa of 
action md constitution of such party. The corittee was composed of 
Comrades Evangelista, Antonio de Ora and Arturo Soriao, amd the renegades 
Jacinto Llanahan aid Jose Quiramte, This comnittee decided to make the Dro 
gra. of action of the then existing Partido Obrero, vhich was organized 

by Coms. Evangelista and others, the basis of the prograi of action of 

the new party, Inasmuch as the aims of the Partido Obrero were “larxist in 
character and based on the principle of the class struggle. The comnittea 
presented the results of its work in the conference of the Central Comittee 
of the KAP in July 1930. The conference asproved the prograi presented by 
the committee and set August 26, 1930, (Cry of Balintawak) as the date for 


the formal organization of the new varty and the approval of its progran 


of action, 


On August 26, 1930, sixty leading representatives of various workers and 
peasants organizations met at Temmlo del Trabajo, in which were also 


present representatives of Chinese workers. 


The presidium of the meeting 


was commosed of Coms. “vangelista end Ora, and the renegades Manaharn, 


Wilario and Ouirante,. 
proposed workers! party, elected its Central Committee 
Bureau, and decided unon its name, 
as to the proper nome to be given to the new party. 
posed were Partido Komunista, Partido Bolshevik, 
and Partido Socialista. 


The meeting approved the program of action of the 


and Political 


There was a difference of opinion 
Among the nanes pro- 
Partido Obrero Proletario, 
After a lengthy discussion, Com. ivangelistais 


proposal to nae the new party, Partido Kummista, was finally sproved. 


The following were elected members of the first Central 


Comittee of the 


Party: 
1. Crisanto “vengelista ..ccscesceccascveee vrinter 
Qe Felix Caguin Deoeeceee eee ae Herds eseonaae n 
3a: “APUITO “GOVE AIO: wes hid awcdesc ew cl eee n 
he Mariano Pe Balgos CRORE TFHReCURT HUE RRA ERE OED n 


Jose Quirante Soe ater ae te reas saeae tonne 


employee 


oe 

6. Jacinto Uonahan 2... cessercsseccccscess poasart 

Te. DMR POLES nw sieais wares ve hates hee oie aeles n 

Gao  SUIVANO! WabLanh «ive ea-gedeagaeuOeeea Sens employee 

Pe Alejandro Eananola .coscccccccaccencsace peas ant 

10. Antonio de Ora ..ecccacacccanecocevacava Lumberman 
Ll, Norberto Nabong ....cacscececccccececeee wlectrician 
12. Guillermo Caadocia ccccsucesseuceatvase COOK 

Lgs> JOBS Venturia otis beese¥ es Caewesebwue nd cigar maker 
Th, Sotero Samson cacecooccvenrecceccecesuce lumberman 
155 Patricio Dionisio .....ccccevccesscccans journalist 
16, Mestand PINRO sous cieaatacweeelncas vance TNENDSTHAN 
17, Balbine Navarro ..ccccccneccscecenccceu eloar taker 
LOy. Meel Veeing: seven slecsnss beovews oalea te wt 

1D. Hugo Robaga seccsecscsensoucsecsncescuce Marine 

20. Saturnino Bricso acesceceecccassececcece Marine 

gle Andrew Taba ait. ses seein Gass 50 ¥ 50 cloeleewocae cigar maker 
22a: CPI HONOFLG co-ai9:b0-yeeeieaieidin <6 ad. cocw ace slipper-maker 
236. UPDENO AVCERA au eutnne wc0 66 Wad bode ne ddde " 

2h. Cenen Lacamionte ovisscsceeccccecuceuccs cigar maker 
250. CAFL1O BOPNOb Sikes dc iviceecusé-ce avicceae oa nawsp aperman 
26, Hicolas de Guia Gasuncenvaccsecenvsucseses Witter 

27. Andres Padua ..anccccacesecevensvrcesece LUMDErION 
26, Jia Lagman Ce ee railway worker 
270 Emrique Torrente oeessscoeeccacccuvessee Glectrician 
30. [laximo Llacabangay occcceocccencascccance cook 

31. Andras Santiago o.cecccosccssanccacecccs cigar under 
32. Teofilo Esvirito cscccvoaenaanacevaccena " 

33 A representative from the Chinese (Cocingliat) 

3h. rt n "t v {t { Ping) 

35. it 1 tt "t « (Co) 
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The first CC elected the members of the first political Bureai: 
Svangelista, Ora, Mianahan, Teleo, Caguin, Arcega, and a Chinese repre- 
sentative. The CG approved the flag md emblem of the Party and 

decided to officially launch the new Party before the people on iJovember 
7, 1930. It slso decided to Lamch a mass capzign for Party membership, 
whexeby any one could become a member of the Party provided that he agreed 
with its programa: of section ad progran of governuent. It also decided 

to oarticinate in the election of 1931, 


The essence of the sims of the Party were: 1) unite the workers and 
peasants «nd the exmloited masses in general in their owm class organiza 
tions; 2) struggle against and overthrow the rule of Americ inmperislisn 
in the Philimines; 3) struggle for the betterment of the living and 
working conditions of the workers md veasants; 1) struggle to achieve 
inmediate, absolute and complete independence of the Philippines and 
estsblis? a rel peoples! sovermnent; 5) unite with the revolutionary 
movements the world over, especially anong the colonial countries; and 

6) establis’ the Toviet system in the Philippines. 


On November 7, 1930, 5,000 people gathered at Plaza Lioriones to attend 

the official launechin: of the new Party. In this meeting, the prograa of 
the new Party was explained to the people who were asked for and gave their 
approval. During the meeting, 3,000 applications for mexbership were dis- 
tributed anong the people gathered. ‘iianahan announced that the KAP and the 
UPUP are the left znd right wings of the CPP. Because of such amiouncenent 
the goverment mthorities cond the American imperLalists from the begin- 
ning considered that both these organizations were also Communist organiga- 
tions. 


In Jamuary 1931, the CL? opened its notional office od issued its organ, 
the TITIS, The first editorial staff were composed of Co.1s. livangelis ta, 
Capadocia, Torente, Caguin, and Borimo. 


It will be seem that in the beginning, the CPP was completely legal and 
accepted membershin en masse without careful selection. Tumedi ately after 
the organization of the CPP, it launched a series of mass meetings, not only 
in the city of “lanila but also in the neighboring provinces of Central and 
Southern Luzon, Beesuse of the agsressiveness in its organizational and | 
propaganda campaign, the Catholic church, the bourgeolse—owned news napers 
and the government launched 2 counter-campaign against the CPP under the 
sponsorship of the reactionary landlords md capitalists. Meetings were 
disturbed and heckled by naid gamgsters, and permits for mmy meetings 
refused, In many cases, nermits granted were concelled at the Last 
moment, Inveriably, the Comnmist leaders went ahead with or without 
nermits, md their svxeechas were warmly apolauded by the Large audience, 
notwithstanding the annoyance, persecutions and threats of the government 
qithorities and their agents. As a result of this initial government >er- 
secution, some members of the CC (C. Eugnot, Patricio Dionisio and Jose 
Quirente) quit the Party. Coms. “wangelista and Capadocia were charged 
with the offenses of sedition and meeting without cermit for which they 
were sentenced with two months immrisorment and fined in the anount of 
~1,000,00. The case was appealed to the Supreme Court. ‘t about the sam 
time, o representative from the American Communist Party cane to the 
Philippines end through him, the CPP was connected with the Comaunist 
Party of the United States. 


In 1931, the Party presented its candidates for election, but the government ; 
waile secepting the certificates of candidacy of the Party's candidates, 
refused to grant permits for Party meetings. Com. Capadocia and other 
members were arrested for meeting and posting election posters without 
permits. Jt the same time, Com. Feleo was already being persecuted and 

was actually charged of inciting to sedition ond rebellion in Nueva Tcija. 
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hen the K*P decided to celebrate lay 1, 1931 by means of a demonstration 
and parade, it w-s refused a permit by the limila authorities. A permit 
was granted by the a tnorities of Caloocan, Rigal, but when the meeting 
was about to open, because of the great number of people who attended, the 
permit was cancelled, The meeting was contimed, notwithstmding the ¢a- 
cellation of the verait. Chen Com, ivengelista begm to speak, Lajor 
Jalandoni ond Lt. Javalera arrested hin, but the people who attended re- 
fused to leave the meeting, forcing the government, authorities to call the 
firemen of anila to drive away the veople by means of fire-hoses. Com. 
Ora drew his revolver end only the presence of cooler comrades prevented 
the out~break cf violence provoked by the governuent authorities. In this 
meeting the renegade !iansha already showed the first sign of wavering 
when he left the meeting due to fear without the lmovledge of his comrades. 


In May 1931, after its ay 1 celebrations, the KAP held its convention in 
which were vresent 00 delegates from various workers' organizations. 
Before the convention ended, government secret service agents led by 
Mmericans, arrested all the delegates, wd after two days of tewporary 
detention, charged the following of organizing an illegal association: 
Crisanto Mvangelista, Jacinto Manaia, Juan feleo, Guillermo Canadocia, 
Antonio de Ora, Wariao Balgos, Balbino Navarro, Lucio Pilapil, Cenen 
Lacaniente, Zduardo Donato, Cetalino Vlonrey, Teofilo Espiritu, Andres 
Fabian, Salustiano Ysios, Unrique Torrente, Alfonso Pangilinan, Hugo 
Retaga, Urbano Arcega, Soturnino 3riose, Jose Ventura, Remegio Tolentino, 
Dominador Ambrocio, Dominador Reyes, Juan Lagman, Maximo Gutierrez, Andres 
Santiago, Angel Mesina, Feline Cruz, Fr. Pangilinan. ‘Some of tiem were also 
charged with the offence of sedition. Three of then, (Sduardo Donato, Huge 
Retaga and I’, Villameva) turned vovernment witnesses, and later one of them 
Andres Santiazo beesme a secret agent of the constabulary. As aresult of 
this wiolesale arrests and criminal prosecution, Patricio, Dionisio, Netaga, 
Quirante, Hilario end Bognot resigned from the KAP. liven Francisco Varona 
and Domingo Ponce who were formerly sympathetic to the KAP already began to 
refuse invitations to attend meetings of the KAP. This wholesale arrest 
and criminal prosecution resulted in the demoralization of many, but the 
militant stand of its staunch leadershi> attracted nore members who were 
ready to struggle and espouse the cause of the working class. 


B. OutlLawing of the CPP: 


The Party answered the goverment charge of the crime of sedition md re~ 
bellion. Con. Uvangelista brilliantly acquitted himself in the trial and 
presented a memorandum to the Supreme Court explaining the aims of the 
Party, the dialectical Laws of development of humm society, and why and 
how the exploited workers and peasants are inevitably led to struggle for 
their emancipation from exploitation. The bourgeoise-dominated Suprema 
Court declared the CP? an illegal association and found the Communist 
leaders guilty of inciting to sedition md rebellion, snd sentenced then 
with varying terms of imprisoment. 


Vhy did the government illegalize the CPP? 


The Americen imperialists md their allies, the reactionary Filipino land- 
lords and capitalists were beginning to find out that the exploited peasants 
and workers were enthusiastically rallyine around the cmse sponsored by 
the CPP. In all its meetings the Communist lesders explained why the 
peasmts and workers are being exloited, how they were being exploited 
end who were exploiting them. They urged the exoloited masses to orgmize. 
and struggle against their landlords and capitalists end their government, 
and exnosed the goverment as being merely the tool of the exploiting 
classes. They nointed out effective methods of struggle and forms of 
organization by wich the exploited cam acrieve their demeds. They 
exposed how foreign imerialists exploit our country and neople, and in 
what way the government was being utilized as an instrument of iuperialist 
exmloitation, ‘They explained to the people aqiin the Soviet Union, there 
was prosverity, contentment and full employment, and urged them to follow 
the revolutionary path blazed by the Russian neople. 
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Besides this correct propeganda, "leftist" and sectarian propaganda were 
also dished out by some Communist leaders to their hearers. for exannle, 
in mass meetings, some Communist leaders onenly denied the existence of 
fod and called tiod as a were illusion. 


Samles of the line of mrovagenda of the Communist leaders were the follow- 
ing: "the bourgeoise are thieves;" the bourgeoisie are all extremely 
shaneless;" "Rigal did not like revolution, but merely reforms" "cut off 
the necks of the bourgeoisie;" "all those in power are mere maniquins of 
the American inmerialists;" "all yellow labor lerders sould die with the 
bourgeoisie;" "the bourgeoisie sare suckers of the workers! blood and they 
should be burned", ‘the Philippines is a country of the bourgeoisie end 
only the Soviet Imion is the land for tho proletariat;" "the scythe in our 
banner is for cuttin~ off the necks of the bourgeois thieves smd the hauner 
to strike the heads of bourgeoisie until they die;" "down with this govern— 
ment for this is a government of the dominant Americem inperialists;" "if 
we don't get our demands through vetitions, get tren by hook or by craok;" 
"blood, blood and only blood ean wash cway such corruptions that are happen- 
ins in our country, so do not hesitate to offer your blood;" "all friars 
ave liars in heavens" 'tthere is no God, jod is but a mere illusion." 


The Party provayanda, notwithst:mnding some sectarian tendencies, proved 
very effective gnong the exploited peasants and workers, who at that time 
were suffering from. the effects of the world-wide depression which begm 
in 1329 in the United States and had its revercussions in the Philippines. 
As amatter of fact, the organization of the CPP in 1939 was bat the or~ 
genizational reflection of the heightening flow in the revolutionary tide. 
Tt will be remembered that after the defeat of the Pilinino revolutionists 
in the hands of the American immerialist interventionists, there set in an 
ebb in the tide of the revolution reaching its lowest depth around 1901. 
Since then, the ebb continued for many years and its tide gradually began 
to rise until the beginning of the general crisis of world cevitalisn, 
reflected in the outbreak of the first world war. The rising tide of the 
revolutionary ebb develoned into the beginnings of the revolutionary flow 
only after the world economic crisis which begm in 1921. From then on 
peassnts and workers organizations sorouted like mushrooms and they became 
more militent end class conscious, culminating in the organization of the 
CPP in 1930. 


This was the background of the subsequent militant strugg¢les of the 
peasants! and workers’ organizations under the leadership ef the CPP which 
ied to its outlawing. As a result of such outlawing, the Party went under— 
ground and conducted its struggle in leading the uasses in their struggles 
from underground. 


CG. Organization of the Socialist Party: 


Immediately after the outlawing of the CPP Com. Pedro Abad Santos organized 
the Socialist Party in 1932. In organizing such party and calling it 
Moclalist Party," Com. ‘bad Smtos had no intention of patterning his 

party after the socialist parties of the Blum and Thomas variety. Because 
the Commmnist Party was outlawed, he wnted to continue its work without 
giving any reason for the reactionary landlords and capitalists and their 
goverment to outlaw his party. Ue felt that at that time his party would 
reach more masses if it continued to fight legally than if it strugsled fron 
underground, In his discussion with Com. James fllen, representative of 

the CPUS, who negotiated for the merger of the CPP md the SIP, he explained 
the tactical considerations which made him adopt the name "Socialist Party" 
end exoressed also his desire to affiliate his Party with the Communist 
International. 


Because Of the avtgrescive and nilitent organizational and »ronoganda canaign 
end leadership over thc strugele of the exploited masses, the Socialist 


Party end the AU? spread rmidly in the vrovinces of Pampanga, Tarlac, 
Sataan, some towns in iiueva Teija, Sateangas, md even in “‘anila, 
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7ith the organization of the SPP od the AUT, there immediately arose 
ideological. as well as organizational differances concerning forms of 
organization and methods of struggle between the CP? od the SPP. One of 
the most imortant differonces arose rogardinz the correct organizational 
structure of the ©™T. The AT was covmosed of peasants od agricul tural 
and industrial workers, The CPP took the nosition thet the workers, as the 
risiny class in our developing crpitalist economy, should be organized 
separstely from the veasants, considering that they are really different 
classes, Qn tie other hand, the SPP claimed that the neasantse of Contral 
Luzon were very noor, property~less mid extreuely exploited, no less tha 
workers oj existinz industries, and that they were far more wilitant than 
oy other groun of toilers. In organizing the poor peasants and workers 
into a single national workers union, the Socialists claimed that the 
workers were organised separately in tieir own organizations and merely 
affiliated with the Nil. It is obvious that in the difference of opinion 
between the Socialists and the Coumunists both comuitted errors of theory 
and organization. The “Socialists failed to grasp clearly the leading role 
of the proletariat, considering the poor peasants as equally revolutionary 
as, if not more so than, the workers. On the other hand, the Comaunists 
committed the error of thinking that becaise of the different class char~ 
acter of peasants and workers, peesamts' and workers! organizations should 
not be affiliated with a common mother organization Like the JT. It was 
only necessary to recognize and project the leading role of the proletariat 
in such orgmizational alliance. 


Another serious disagreement was the lack of differentistion between the 
Party and the mass organization as far as the SPP end the ANT were concerned, 
Following the well-lmown Leninist concent of the Communist Party as the van— 
guard of the working class, the Commmnists made a clear distinction between 
the CPP on one hand and the KAP md EPP on the other. ‘The Socialists, on 
the other hand, did not make any distinction between the SPP snd the ALT. 
Becaise of the failure to innke such distinction, N72? mass members were 
corisidered as members also of the SPP, This exclains the lack of orgmiza- 
tional life and loose organizational procedures and discipline within the 
BPP, Such leeseness end anarchy in or-mization were brourht by the 
Socialists into the merged Communist and Socialist Parties. 


Still mother serious conflict was in the method of conducting mass 
strugvles md mass actions. The Commmists had a tendency to be too 
legalistic, esnecially after the outlawing of the CPP. Instead of leading 
the masses in militant md direct mass actions to sive them valuable re- 
volutionary experiences, as the Socialists did, they had a tendency to 
project the leralistic metnods of struggle. On the other hand, the 
Socialists, notwithstanding some errors of "leftiom" md sectarimisu, 
led the exploited peasmts and workers in militant md direct struggles 
md mass actions, giving their masses bettor revolutionary experiences 
devoid of legelist illusions. 


J. The Lorld Uconomic Depression, Philippine "“Indenenderce" Law and the 
Growth of Pascism: 


ueanwhile, as a result of the world-wide economic denression, vinich began 
in the United States in 1929, Nazism triumphed in Germany in 1933 md 
international fasciom was on the wer path, In the Philippines, the con 
tinued depression in the United States made competition with some of our 
export products harmful to America agricyltural interests, like the co. 
petition of our sugar cane with beet sugar in the United States, It also 
made coupetition of Filipino Lebor in the United States harmful to 
American labor. Th-se conflicts of economic interests, in addition to the 
continuous agitetion for indesendence by the orgenized workers! amd 
veasants' movoments following Communist leadershin, led to the  ass-ge of 
the Tydings~"cDuffie "independence" law in 193). The T-<" "inde -endence " 
‘Law provi'led for "independence 't in 10 yesrs; craodual Limitation of duty 
free, agricultural. exports to the US; limitations md restrictions on 
#ilivino imwerstion to the US; reserved military md naval and coaling 
stations for the United “States armed forces in our countrys provided for 
a commonwealt: fona of covornment in wiich-the essence of sovereignty 
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resided in the US govern ent, while the form of independence and sover— 
eiimty wrs conceded to the Silipineos as a sop to their militant 
nationalist asoirations, Predded by the Japanese cxpansionists, using 
Dionisio end Nanos, the Tanggulans were made to revolt in 1933 amd the 
Sakdals in 193i, Doth these revolts were short-lived. 


Outside the Philippines, Japanese fascist imperialism, following Baron 
Tanaka's menorisl on the strategic plan of Japanese expansion, invaded 
“anchuria in 1931 md set up a puppet state of Nanchuoko in 1932, Sub- 
sequently, it crested incident in China leading to its invasion of 

the Chinese mainiand in 1937. Italien fascist imerialisn invaded “Zthopia 
while German fascist imperialism was busy making preparations for a new war 
for a redivision of colonies. Yaced by such a formidable array of fascist 
imperislist aggressors, Ameriern inmmericlisn recomized the Soviet Union 
in 1933 as a first sten towards the develooment of a coalition of mti- 
fascist forces to sten the tide of the fascist onslaught. 


In the face of the dengers caused by international fascism led by llitlerite 
Germany, the Soviet mien ent the Communist Internationale called for a 
united front of all forces of democracy and peace against fascism and war. 
The Soviet “‘nion forged collective security pacts with its neishboring coun~ 
tries, established diplomatic relations with the US, hastened its veaceful 
reconstruction and made preparations for defensive wer against fascist 
azveression, 


Ee Release of Communist Leaders and tiargor of the OPP and SPP: 


The foreign policies of the Soviet Union snd the United States concerning 
the forvine of an anti-fascist coalition had its local repercussions in 

the Philivpines. Com. Jemes fllen, representative of the CPUS, came over 
the Philippines end negotiated with Quezon for the release of the imprisoned 
CP leaders and for the legalization of the CPP. At first, the Cr leaders 
were reluctant to accent pardons from the bourgeois government viiich they 
considered as their enemy. Tinally, they were prevailed upon to accent such 
pardons, cbviously convinced that the main enemy for the time being was 
fascian, 


immediately after the release of the top CP leaders in 1936, Com. Men in 
consultation with the CPP leaders negotiated with Com. Abad Santos and the 
Socialist leaders for a merger of these two parties. There were no Sunda- 
nental ideclopical differences between the two varties, ond whetever 
obstacles there were to the merger was due merely to personal mimosities 
amd setty sectarianism between middle ramk Coummist and Sociclist lecders. 
Some objections raised by some Sociclists against the merger were: a) the 
Communists are Sodless; b) they are “oscow agents; cs the KPMP is destroying 
the organization of the A; d) the merger will lowr the prestige of Com. 
Abad Santos ond 5) the Communists are not militent, 


“Notri thstanding »etty sectarianism, the merger was finally agreed uvon and 
the same was formalised in the Part convention of 1938. The basis for tha 
merger are tve following: a) the name of the merged party is the Communist 
Part-- of the Philipoines (merger of the Communist and the Socialist Party of 
the Philippines); b) the KPUP and the ‘UT will remain as separate organiza- 
tions and both of then will be supervised by the veasant department of the 
merged Party in wiiech both Communists and Socialists will have representa- 
tion; ¢) the various orgmizations of the Socialist Party will be reorganized 
following the organizational structure of the merged Party; d) both parties 
will have revresentation in the leading and principal orgasms of the merged 
Party; and e) in Panpanga and in some towns of Tarlac and Bataan where the 
Socialist Porty is strong, the Socialists shall have supervision over the 
Party organs aml mess organizations. 


“wen after the merger was formalized, there remained some differences wich 
nad to be hurdled tefore the merged Party could achieve unity of will and 
action. Among such differences which had to be hurdled are the following: 
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a) Recaise of the weakness of the Socialists in organizational life and 
their inedequate undarstanding of the Leninist concept of the Communist 
Party, many of their leading cadres failed frequently to attend meatings 
of the leading organs of the merged party. iverytine they were reminded 
of such ueetings, their answer was: "they are agreed to every decision 
arrived aty"b) The Socialists were slow in organizing Party nucleus 
within the AUT, ond everytime they were eriticized they answered that it 
was not necessary to organize such nucleus, because ail of then were 
members of the AMZ, the “rente Popular and of the CrP, besides being loyal, 
militant od trustworthy comrades; ¢) Most of the Socialist leaders and 
catres were reluctant ond lazy to study, some of them being satisfied with 
the "Ing Catala" and the local "pasion" for which Socialist leaders were 
fanous. One of them even boasted that "if Marx were alive, I will teach 
him Socialisa;" d) Com. Abad Santos often made press statements without 
consultation with the PB to which he belonged, ond sometimes his press 
statements deviated from the established political line of the CPP; e) 
Chile the Socialists carted away all the palay produced by the veasants, 
cut mmeroves, burn sugarcane Fields, carted all tie corn, vegetables, 
fish or amy product in dispute and let the feudal Landlords go to court 
for redress of grievances, the Communists advocated strict adherence to 
onen legal strusvle. They were always very coref1l in vresenting petitions 
to Landiords, snd in going to the courts for redress of grievances or to 
plead better accounting and inere ased narticination in cron sharing. 


FP, Local Tmolementation of the Anti-Fascist United Front: 


In the local implementation of the Commintern policy of the United front 
against feseism, the Party committeed many errors of both left" md right 
opportunism, ‘he Party considered the anti~fascist united front not merely 
as a strategic policy but actually as a fora of organization. Instead of 
drawing the mti-~fascist elements from every existing political party into 
a united front against local fascism and fascist practices, it organized 
the Frente Popular as an election political party, including in such party 
well known reactionaries like Juan Swaulong of the defunct Vederaliata and 
Jeuocrata Darties, opportunists like Lguel Cornejo of the “eformist party, 
the pro~Japanese, Alvero, and the clown, Wueno. The Sarty organized the 
Frente Popular more as an oppositionist party than as a united front 
against fascism. The Party was also guilty of extreme sectariaism in 
desling with its united front allies. It resorted to canturing the le ader~ 
ship of the Frente Ponular not through persuasive propaganda or through 
active orgmizational work of Communist leaders, but through sheer majority 
in numbers, a weelmess which versisted even up to the organization of the 
Nemecratic Alligice. In the organization of the Frente Popular, the Party 
hod a tendency to work only anon? the top lecdersnip of the organizations 
affiliated with it, without ay work being done among the rms and file of 
these affiliated orgmizations, The result was the rank and file of these 
affilicted organizations and norties were not made conscious of the anti~ 
fascist aims of the Frente Pooular. Becaise of its inadequate understmding 
f£ main enemy and direction of the main blow, the carty had a tendency to 
alienate its bourgeoise and netty bourgeoise allies within the Trente 
Tonular. ven while we were forging a united front agai nat fFascisu, our 
comrades openly denounced our bourgeois allies within the united front, 
ovenly warming that the doy will come when such allies will become our enemy 
beccuse they are our class enemy. The Frente Popular was basically con- 
sidered by the i arty as a parliamentary election party ond nmy of our co. 
redes exoressed approval of the inclusion of certain bourgeoisie and oonaor~ 
tunist political leaders in the Trente Popular, even if they did not sub- 
seribe to the aims of the mti-fascist struggle, simply because tacy have a 
Large clectoral following. The legalist illusions of the Party was shown in 
the selection of candidates for the 1930 election, when it insisted in the 
selection of its own candidates, even at the price of breaking the rrente 
Popular, This led to the formel break of the frente ’ovulcr into two groups 
in 1940, resvectively led by Cou. Abad Santos and Sumilong. 
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“hile the Perty committed serious mistakes in the imlementation of the 
united front policy, throuch the organization of the Trente Touular, it 
ac i-ved som: successes in t:e organization of various aniti~fascist and 
anti-Japanese organizations anonz tie middle class md youth elements. 
In 193¢, the "Lezeue for the Defense of Desocracy" was orgavized, 
Imnedistely thereafter, the ‘friends of China", Youth Congress" and 
the Civil Liberties Union were organized also. Through these organiza- 
tions, the imminent threat of Japanese fascist argression against the 
Philinpines was projected to the forefront. A moverient was lounched for 
the boycott of Jansnese goods by the "Congress for Peace ond Collective 
Security" sponsored by these various orgmizations in conjunction with the 
militmt veasmts! md workers! organizations, 


“Neanwiile, the peasmts’ and workers! organizations were growing more 
militant due to the continued effects of the world depression which re~ 
covered for sometime after 193 but returned in 1937. The revolutionary 
flow wiich began since the early 1920's, inmediately after the teruination 
of the first inter~imerialist world war, and which was heightened with the 
organization of the OPP in 1930, was further greatly heightened with the 
merger of the Communist ond Socialist parties in 3193C md their determined 
and decisive leadership over the workers! and peasants! struggles against 
capitalists’ and Landlords' exploitation. ‘“orkers under the KAP and the 
larger Collective Labor Uovenent (Cli) were striking militantly and clash—- 
ing headlong against the forces of the state. in Sahay Pari, Condabay, 
Imisita and Mitra, peasmts were burnin’ sugar cme fields and liquidating 
reactionary londlords, ‘The militance of the veasants ond workers were, 
for the first tim, matched by the militance of middle class elewents who 
merched side by side with the former in hugh dononstretions for the ora- 
servation of democracy and venee against the onslaught of fascism and 

wer. tg aresnlt of the militance of the :niddle class elements, the Party 
for the first time aduitted more of tvem into its fold. 


G. Quezons' "Social Justice," “artyless Desocracy" and "Reexamination of 
Yudependence" - Answers to the CP's inti~Pascist United rront: 


Seared by such growing militance of the exploited peaseats, workers and vetty 
pourgecis elements, the Nationalista Party puppets of American imperialisu 
countered by organizing goverment—s.,onsored peasmts' and workers! organiza- 
tions called the "Commission of Peasants" and the "Comission of Labor," 

in wich both radical ond conservative unions, including even conpany unions, 
were represented. The CPP definitely held the politic ol. initiative, forcing 
%wezon to project his slogm of "Social Justice" intended to seize the 
jolitical initiative from the Communists. Cuezcn’s underlings launched the 
slogan of "Quezonian Sociclism" which nerely reflected the growing inclina- 

' tion of the peasants ad working masses toward socialisn. Alarmed by the 
growing militemce of the toiling people wider Communist lesdership, Quezon’ s 
fascist ideclogists, Roxas, and Laurel, projected the tacory of “partyless 
democracy” wiich in essence is fascist dictatorship. 


Also as a result of the militet struggles of the exploited workers, ne os ants 
and netty bourgeois elements following tae leadershin of the O2D, Quezon, 
ourpet of Mmerican inmmerialism, prodded by the arch inperialist UcNutt, 
Laonched the ovement for the "realistic re-exaiination" of the question of 
Philivpine independence. The basic motivation of such movement was none 
other then the fear of the growing revolutionary movenent of the people, and. 
the imminent threat of Japonese aggression was conveniently used to screen 
the reel motivations of its sponsors. ‘The Netionalista Perty leadership was 
reluctmt to corm out omonly on this issue beemse of the dominant nationalist 
asniretions of the veovle. lence, the untimely demise of the movement. 
Mezon found unfavorable reaction to his trial baloon of "realistic re- 
examination." 


MH. erly Intra-Party Ideological Struggles: 


“mring the period from the organization of the CvP in 1/30 until the oubbreck 
of the Pacific wer on Dec. 8, 171, there were some ideological. struggles, 
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but these struggles were not sharp, because the ideological and personal 
lerdership of Con. Zvangelista was unchallenged due to the relatively low 
political maturity of the Party leaders and wembers at that time. ‘There 
were no clear fonmLations of strategy md tactics. Orgamizational life 
was loose ond inadequate, discipline was lax, end educational wort: was 
very week, with the Party not conducting ayy study meeting aiong its 
orgens, from the highest to the lowest. Leadership within the Party and 
‘mong the masses was personal rather thm organizational. ‘The + arty 
members ond the masses followed the leadership of prominent Comaunist 
Jeaders like Coms. “vmgelista, Capadocia, ‘bad Santos, Balgos, Castillo 
end Feleo md when lesser rmk cadres go dow to these Party members and 
masses, they were reluctant to follow the latters' lesdersiip. 


mony the early ideolomical strurgles wrich agitated the Party lecdership 
were the following: a) Which sould be considered as the vroletariat that 
should assum: the leading role in our revolution? Com. Feleo and the 
renegade, Uanshan, took the position that the poor veasants should be 
considered as th> vroletariat, because the Philippines is an agrarian 
country and the veasmts greatly outnumbered the workers, and because of 

the revolutionary traditions of the veasants covmared to that of the 
workers. To suport their contention, they claimed (1932) that the 
Philippines was still under a feudal economy and not under a capitalist 
economy, and that under a feudel economy, the poor neasamts constitute the 
proletariat. On tie other had, Co.is. Ovengelista and Capadocia took the 
yosition that th: proletariat are the feetory workers in the growing in- 
dustries, because they are the most class conscious, and even if they were 
relatively fewer in number then the peasants, unlike them, the working 

class is 9» growing class. This controversy was only finally settled when 
the Comrades of the Chincse section gave their opinion that the proletariat 
are those who have shown militmee, loyalty, industry, studiousness md 
eLass consciousness, thether they come from workers, peasants or petty 
bourgeois origin, vrovided that the Latter are alrendy proletarianized. 

The Chinese comrades also added thet the uajority of the proletariat come 
from the frctory workers, because they are the most exploited amid, there~ 
fore, the most revolutionary in their outloo': md action. ‘This opinion was 
aecented by the majority of the Varty leadershin with Com. Teleo ond the 
renegade, lianaha expressing their reservations nendine further study; 

b) Is it correct to accent conditional verdon from Quezon's government? 

This issue arose wien Quezon offered conditional pardon to the imprisoned 
Communist lenders. ‘the renegode, “lanahan, immediately accerted the offer 
even without waiting for avy Party decision. 111 other comredes followed 
tio Leadership of Com. “vangelisto in refusing such offer on the ground that 
accentance will denoralize the mass movements wich the Part, is leading. 
The underrround PB and even the CC members took the position that such offer 
should be accented, if only in order to put a stop to factionalism amd 
intrigues within the Part: wich develoned doring the imprisomnent of tue 
top communist leaders. This issue divided the PO leadership because even 
those who favored acceptance of the offer chmged their stand after they 
Xearned that the iimrisoned comrades refused to abide by the decision. 

the division within the PB leadership was hesled only when Com. Caadccia 
was able to go out and exolsin to them tha¥ the offer of conditional pardon 
prohibited the leaders to be nardoned from engaging in my political activity. 
ec) Is it correct to help the Sakdalistas in their revolt against the govern- 
ment? In a conference of the CC, there was a difference of ovinion regarding 
the correctness of helping the Sardclistas. There was no decision to helny or 
not to hel> and instead the decision was fonmlated as follows "even if it is 
true thet the Sakdalista revolt is anti-American imerialist in orientation, 
the Sakdalistas themselves are tools of the Japanese imperialist militarists, 
and hence, while the Party vill continue its strugple against American im 
nerialisn, it wi, at the sme time, fight against the Jmanese imperialists 
and their locel instruments, in order not to confuse the Mlipino veople." 
ven with this decision, those wio favored helping the Sakdalistas were not 
satisfied; d) Was it correct for the art: to tale a stmd against the 
action of Com. Asedille in defying the govermient? This issue arose wien 
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com. Agedillo took to the mountains and defied the’ government authorities 
after Killing some constabulary men, yolicemen and snies of the governuent, 
4mmedi ately after the rovermient authorities attexted to arrest him for 

nis participation in the historic ond bloody strike at the La wtinerva in 
193). There wns a difference of opinion within the CC regarding the cor- 
reetness of defining the stend of the Party, disagreeing with Com. Asedillo's 
defiance of the government. There was no final yosition talen by the arby,s 
but the comraics from Lemma resented the vascillation of the Party in not 
taking 2 position in sumort of Com. ‘sedillo; e) Vere the Socialists correct 
in their Liquidation of individual Landlords, burnin: of sugar cane end rice 
fields, killing work-animals and utilizing threats ond force to coerce necple 
to join our orgatization? Com, Ivangelista took the yosition taat such 
actions ere terroristic and anarcnist in character ond violate the principles 
wd democratic procedures followed by the Party. On the other hand, Con, 
Abad Santos took the position that all weens Wich would strengthen the re~ 
yolutionary forces and hasten the victory of the revolution should be utilized, 
and that these include the actions objected to by the Communists. He 

claimed that while he cgrees that these actions should not be made an open 
policy of the Party, they should be resorted to as secret uethods of struggle o 


During this veriod the Party produced powerful agitators and orators without 
wich foundation on Warxist end Leninist theory. This perlod can rightly be 
called the period of the Party's infancy. 


00000 
CHAPTER TIT 
Growth Development end Struggles of the Party During the Japmnese Occupation. 


), Correctness of the Party Anoraisal of the Politicsl Situation md Call 
for Anti-Jganese United Front ad GuerLlia Resistance: 


Since 1937, end svecially se after the Party's 193C convention, the Party 
has been continuously warnins the Filipino neonle of the threat of Japanese 
fascist aggression and the need for a national united front against 
foscism md fascist azgression. The masses renched by the Party understood 
the fascist threat and acted and vrepared accordingly, The Nationalista 
Party punpsets of Mmorican jmoerialism, true to their class interest, re- 
fused to heed the Party's warning, and, wen the Party and the mass organiza~ 
tions led by it sponsored a nation~wide boycott of Japanese zoods through 
the "Congress for Peace md Collective Security", the "Friends of China" 
and the "Leseue for the Defense of Dewocracy", Quezon not only refused to 
grant nermits for meetings and demonstrations but even threatened to arrest 
the leaders of such movement. 


The Japmmese invasion of the Philispines in December 191, showed the correct- 
ness of the Party's aporaisal of the political situation. Imaediately, the 
Party leadershix met ond mapped out a concrete course of action. Subsequently, 
the Party issued a 12-point appeal to the Pilipino people, which a-peal was 
embodied in a memorandum sent by the Party to Quezon, Sayre and MacArtnur. 
Anonz the salient points of the appeal were: the arming of the neople to 
support the Armed Forces of the Philippines to revel Japanese agepressiLon; 

the organization of guerilla resistance against the Japanese conquerors 
should they finally succeed in occupying the Philippines; and the rallying 

of the people into a nation-wide anti-Japanese united front regardless of 
their political, economic and socinl differences, Cuezon, Gayre end 
vaeirthur refused to arm the peovle, obviously fearful of the consequences 
that would be brought about by a veonle-in-arus. 


The retreat of the Filipino ond American forces to Bataan is now a matter 
of history. Notwithstanding the boast of ‘lacArthur that he con defend the 
Philippines od the reneated promises of aid to come from the United states, 
Tae 'ythur was forerd to surrender Bataan in less then five months after the 
initial Jayeese invasion, and Correzidor soon thereafter. lac *rthnur fled 
to Australia while the ~u>pet leaders Quezon, Osmena and Romulo abandoned 
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their country to establish the so called "exiled government." 


“yen walle the Awerican md Filipino forces were still Mghting in Gataan 
md Corregidor, the Hationalista puypets of American immerialisn; true to 
the role of their class, demonstrated since the revolution of 1096, 
immediately collsborated with the Japanese invaders to preserve their lives 
md vroperties, under the sereen of "protecting the interest of the people." 


“hile the puppets were nerfecting their prep-rations to coll aborste with 
their new dJananese masters, the CPP on the other hmnd was busy prevaring the 
organization of everilla resistmce against the fascist conquerors. The 
leading cadres of the Party were divided in various stratezic regions of 
Ceatral Luzon, Uoila end Southern Luzon, with the great bulk concentrated 
in Central Luzon. Although there were certain weaxmesses resulting in the 
failure of the rank and file to immediately receive instructions concerning 
the new situation, by aid large, the Party leadership md the middle organs 
remained intact, and it did not take long for these orgas to resume organi- 
zationol life ond irploment the decisions of the Party leadership to organize 
guerilla resistmce against the invaders. 


In Jamary 192, misccleulating the degree of enemy suppression, the toy 
Leadershiv of the CPY, Cows. Evangelista, Abad Santos and Canadocia were 
arrested by the Japanese and subsequently imorisoned at Tort Cantiego, 

‘hile such loss constituted a great danage to the Party, the Japanese did 
not thereby cripple the CP? wiich very early the Japanese ginounced as its 
‘first and Last enemy.” In accordance with nrevious decisions, the sacond 
front under the leadership of Com. VY immediately assumed the le adershio. 

In accordance with plans dso, the Central Luzon Bureau (CLD), was immediately 
orgmized and concrete vlms of orgmizing guerilla groups, discussed, de~ 
cided woon, and finally implemented. ‘The first encounter between the 
Hukbalshap (Hukbe ng Bayan Laban sa Hanon) and the Janonese toox place on 
Merch 15, 1942. ‘The Hukbalshay was formally presented to the people on “arch 


29, 1942. 


The Jaomese tecties in releasing Gom. Capadocia to convince the Party 
leaders to have a "united front with the Japanese against the feudal 1and- 
lords," tested both the nolitical and organizational vigilance cf the Party 
leadership. Com, Capadocia was arrested, investigated and exmelled from the 
Party, and viven an assignment with the armed forces. The Party leadership 
did not deviate from its anti-Japenese united front volicy. After Cavadocia 
showed loyalty and militence since he was thus expelled, he wos subsequently 
readmitted into the CP? in accordence with a decision of the May 1948 Co 
conference » 


At the beginning, the exnloited peasants of Central Luzon ound very much 
difficulty in accepting the national anti~Japanese united front. They were 
just weiting for such « situation as a war to liquidate thoir Landlord 
anewies, and when the Party urged thea to subordinate their conflict with 
their Landlord enemies in the interest of a comaon struggle against the 
Jaosnese invaders, many of the: could not understmd the correctness of the 
policy, and even those who understood the policy were reluctant to accept the 
same. Consequently, U:ere were some individual liquidations of reactionary 
londlords like Tepia of the Pasudeco, Through the decisive leadership of the 
Party, such killings for individual revenge were stopped imediately. 


One of the immediate problems confronted by the Party was raipant bandi try. 
Tith the breakdown of Law and order resulting fron the collapse of the 
American~puonet government and the installation of the Japanese=ouppet 
government, bandits saw an onportunity to prey on helpless victins, ‘The 
Party imaediately called for the orgmization of Barrio United Defense 
Corps (BUDO) which, in conjunction with the WUNs, imeedicatels liquidated 
the threat of banditry in the fields and barrios. 


SECRET/CONTROL ~ U.S. OFTICIALS ONLY 


Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006300480013-0 


ca 


Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006300480013-0 


gncnar/CONTROL ~ U.S. OFs1JTALS OULY 25X1A 
“ORAL INTSLLIGINGS AGSNCY =a 
Brae 0 aes 


BR, Vecknosses of the Party's Strategic sormilations: 


Although the Party made plons for the organization of a national anti~ 
Japanese united front md for the conduct of guerilla resistmce against 
the Jeomese invaders, its formulation of strategy was very incouplete and 
inadequate. The only correct and clear formulation was the aims of our 
strategy from which wos determined the identity of the main enemy, the 
Jenmese fascists. There was no clear formulction of the main force of the 
struggle, the reserves, (direct and indirect) the direction of the main 
blow of the proletariat, end the strategic disposition of forces, The 
slogan "Anti-dapanism fbove /11" was projected. By the projection of such 
slogen the Part did not distinguis between various classes of anti~ 
Jepenese elements, Decmse of the incompleteness and inadequacy of our 
stratevic formulations, the Party committed the followin: serious errors? 
a) The Party concentrated en the seasmtry to the alnost total exclusion of 
the workers in the cities; b) The arty abolished the tlass organization 
of the peasmts ond substituted for it the united front orgeization of the 
BUDC; ¢) The rarty considered the Japanese vuppets as the dLlreetion of the 
main blow of the proletariat and consequently, failed to consider US in- 
verislism and its puppets, the leadership of the USAFFE guerillas, as the 
object of the direction of the main blow. 


The Party concentrated on the peasantry to the almost total exclusion of 
the workers in the cities. This error obviously was the result of the ten- 
dency to consider the yoor peasantry as the nain force of the revolution. 
In this comection, in one of the books written by Com. ‘foo Tse Tung, it 
was clearly stated that th: peasantry constitutes the "main foundation" of 
the revolution in China. It was very possible that the Party leadership 


-then interpreted this to mem that the veasantry constitutes the main force 


of our revolution, Again, it must be remembered that before the Pacific 
war broke out end early in the history of the Party, Com. releo even took 
the extreme position that the poor peasantry constitutes the proletariat in 
on agrienltural country like the Philinpines, which should furnish the lesd- 
ership of the revolution, eceuse of sucr concentration mong the vneasmtry 
to the almost total exclusion of the workers in the cities, the Party or 
ganization in Manila and the workers movement it was lesding were greatly 
weakened, md up to now the effects of such weakening are still being felt. 


The Party also abolished th~ peasmts' class organization (KPLP and AUT ) and 
substituted in their place the united front BUDC organizations. This was 
done to facilitate unity with the anti-Japanese landlords. Because of the 
inadequate understanding by the Party leadership on the question of the 
direction of the main blow of the vroletariat, the Party merely saw the 
need for unity with the anti-Japanese landlords and failed to see the con~ 
timation of 2 struggle within that unity. This situation did not continue 
for long, The arty, realizing its mistake, reorganized the class orgeniza~ 
tions of the peasants within the united front BUDC organizations. 


The Party considered the Japanese puppets as the object of the direction of 
the mein blow of the proletariat instead of considering them as a part of 
the main enemy because they served as instruments of the enemy, Because of 
such error, the Party failed to consider US imperialis: and the pro-imerican 
capitalists and landlords end their USAFTL guerilla leaders as tie opject 
of the direction of the main blow, US impexvialism and the pro-American 
emitablists end landlords, while anti-Japmese, were nonetheless very nuch 
afraid of a people's revolutionary liberation uovement spearheaded by the 
HUKs and led by the CPP. Consequently, Mecirtimr instructed the USArYo 
guerillas to lie low end wait for his coming. It is true that the Party 
exposed the incorrectness of such policy of lie~low md awaitism. Decause 
ef such exnosure, the peovlie rallied around the JES as against the USArTus 
wrich resulted in the contimine closhes between the tym groups. ‘Towever, 
the varty failed to clearly project to the masses the wer aims of US in- 
perialism, so that wien the Americons come, toey were heiled as liberators 
by toe neonle, including even our own masses, instend of being considered as 
conquerors wic they rerlly were. All these led to the confusion in our 
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‘“nolicy in secking Amerie recomition of the INNS md even to the de- 


fection of such formerly good INT! fighters like Banal. md his men. 
Ce Inadequate Understanding of Tactical Leadershinv: 


Dqually deficient was the Party leadership in their understanding of tactical 
leadersnio., From the beginning, wm tended to overestimate our own strength 
od correspondin ly underestimate the strenzt: of the enemy, The Party 
orohibited the 7sottin~ of Jmanese residence certificates. The Prrty lender 
ship only s-w the strong mass orzanizations sround them and failed to see 
thet in many rerions the # 
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